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ABOUT THE INDUSTRIAL PRETREATMENT PROGRAM
The City of Coachella’s Industrial Pretreatment Program (IPP) is a compendium of information, some developed especially for the City including information from the publications of the United States Environmental Protection Agency.  On June 8, 2005 the City of Coachella adopted the Industrial Pretreatment Ordinance No. 923; this ordinance allows effective implementation of the program in cooperation with local industry and businesses.  The IPP will serve as a vehicle to ensure that the industries, citizens, and the environment within the City of Coachella receive adequate protection and guidance with regards to industrial activities within the city limits.

Environmental Benefits - The pretreatment program goal is to prohibit and eliminate the discharge of heavy metals, toxic organics, and other pollutants to the Coachella Sanitary wastewater treatment plant, and consequently, the mass of pollutants released to the environment. Environmental benefits include reduced air emissions, the production of exceptional quality biosolids that can be beneficially used, production of treated wastewater that consistently meets standards for reuse, and an increased diversity of marine organisms in the receiving environment.
What is the Industrial Pretreatment Program?
The Industrial Pretreatment Program is mandated under the Clean Water Act, specifically under the General Pretreatment Regulations (40 CFR 403).  These regulations established the various responsibilities of federal, state and local governments, industry and the public towards controlling the pollutants in wastewater that pass-through or interfere with the treatment process at the treatment plant.
The City of Coachella complies with the pretreatment regulations through the EPA Industrial Pretreatment Program (IPP).  This program continuously evaluates the wastewater of new and existing facilities, issues wastewater discharge permits, and monitors permitted industries through regular wastewater sampling and comprehensive facility inspections.
What is Pretreatment?
Pretreatment is any physical, chemical, or biological process or any industry process change that will remove, reduce or eliminate pollutants in wastewater prior to discharging into the publicly owned treatment plant, or the receiving water.  (Receiving water is a stream, lake, river, ocean or other surface or groundwater into which treated or untreated wastewater is discharged.)
What are the objectives of wastewater pretreatment?
If the wastewater has excessive amounts of suspended solids, oil, or grease, this could result in clogging of sewer lines, sewer back ups in the streets, drainage back ups into facilities, offices and homes.  If flammable or explosive organics find their way into the wastewater collection system (sewer line), these could cause an explosion and cause grave damage to city streets, homes and businesses as well as potentially injuring the public.  If high concentrations of heavy metals, cyanide or arsenic are in wastewater stream, this could be too much for the treatment plant to handle and thus could passed through into the receiving waters, harming its aquatic life and causing serious damage to the environment.  Considering that most of the receiving waters are sources for treated potable water, this could become quite personal and find its way into one's very own glass of water.
The main objectives of the pretreatment program are the control of wastewater pollutants which could pass through treatment or interfere with treatment of the publicly owned treatment works (POTW) and the improvement of the recycling and reclaiming of municipal and industrial wastewater and sludge.  Pretreatment also helps keep sewer lines unclogged, protects the wastewater treatment plant from possible damage and the health and safety of the plant personnel and the public in general.
Which POTW treats Coachella’s wastewater?
The Coachella Sanitation District - is the POTW that receives the wastewater from the residents and industries found in The City of Coachella.  The wastewater undergoes primary, secondary, and advanced treatment, thereby producing a very high effluent that is discharged into the receiving body, the White Water River Channel.  Biosolids generated from this treatment of the wastewater received at the POTW are processed in drying beds and tilled back into the ground onsite..
Does every business in the City have to be regulated by the IPP?
No.  Significant Industrial Users (SIUs) and Categorical Industrial Users (CUs) are regulated under the IPP.  Significant Industrial Users are those non-domestic sources of wastewater pollutants, which either: a) by definition in the federal regulations are categorical industries; b) discharges a process waste stream averaging 25,000 gallons or more; c) contributes a process waste stream which makes up 5% or  more of the average dry weather hydraulic or organic capacity of the POTW; or , d) designated by the POTW as a significant industrial user.
There must also be a potential for the business to harm the POTW through its discharge to the sewer system, if discharge from a business is limited to domestic type discharges through sinks and bathrooms there will be no requirement for application and monitoring by the IPP department .
What is an Industrial Waste Survey?  What is its purpose?
The Industrial Waste Survey (IWS) is the backbone of a local pretreatment program.  this is required under the federal Pretreatment Regulations to enable the City to determine which industries are required to be regulated by the IPP.  The survey is basically a four step process consisting of user identification, data collection, data verification and evaluation.  This survey applies to both new and existing sources.
If an industry is required to be regulated under the program, what does the industry have to do?
If an industry is evaluated to be a Significant Industrial User (SIU), then they must apply for a permit to discharge their wastewater into the City sewer system, using the Permit to Discharge form.  The application is to be filed at the City of Coachella’s public works department located in City Hall at 1515 Sixth Street Coachella, California.
Inspections and evaluation of the permit application along with the results of the baseline monitoring of the SIU's wastewater are then done.  Once approved, a permit to discharge for a period not to exceed three years is then granted.  This permit will state the monitoring, reporting and compliance requirements that the SIU would be required to observe.
What happens if a permitted industry does not comply with the City's Industrial Pretreatment Program or its Permit?
The IPP makes every effort to maintain working partnerships with the City's regulated industries, valuing information and compliance over enforcement as the best way to achieve mutually beneficial economic and environmental goals.  However, if an industry remains non-compliant with the IPP, that industry becomes liable for criminal and civil penalties and fines.  Furthermore, because protecting public water is a federal mandate, the City of Coachella is required to enforce the IPP.
Examples Businesses That Require Industrial Waste Permitting All industrial users proposing to connect to or to contribute to the municipal sanitary sewer system shall obtain an industrial waste discharge permit beforehand. 

· Vehicle Related Businesses (Automotive, Aircraft, Boat, Truck or Tractor): Car Washing, Steam Cleaning, Parts Washing, Radiator Repair, Detailing, Painting, 

· Any Commercial Cooking: Bakeries, Caterers, Deli's, Restaurants, Fast Food Establishments, Halls And Auditoriums With Kitchens 

· Cleaners, Dry Cleaners, Laundries, Laundromats 

· Food Processing, including Breweries, Dairies, Wineries 

· Furniture: Repair, Painting, Stripping 

· Hospitals: Convalescent, Medical, Emergency, Veterinary 

· Animal Care: Kennels, Grooming 

· Laboratories: Chemical, Medical, Research and Development 

· Manufacturing: 

· Medical: Chiropractors, Dentists, Physicians, Veterinarians 

· Paper, Wood or Metal Processing, Cutting, Machining, Coating, Painting, Polishing 

· Photography: Film Processing, X-Ray Developing, Dark Rooms 

· Art Studious: Ceramics, Painting, Pottery 

· Printing/Copy Shops

 Prohibitions
Specific discharge prohibitions limit discharges of pollutants to zero (i.e., below detection limit) for all users.  Prohibitions were evaluated for pollutants whose sources are generally not well characterized and typically cannot be attributed to industrial discharges, such as pesticides.  In addition to the local limits established for the City of Coachella, a list of prohibited discharges was also recommended.  It is expected that by taking this action, the pollutants would wane and diminish the probability of their causing a human health or environmental problem or ultimately be regulated under the NPDES permit.  Prohibitions are recommend for three pollutants: 1,4 dichlorobenzene, lindane, and toluene.  
Outreach/Education

The City of Coachella is a beautiful place to live and work, surrounded by mountains and deserts, with the Salton Sea just to the south providing boating, fishing, and other recreational activities.  In order to preserve and protect these resources for the citizens of Coachella, the Industrial Pretreatment Program will be used as a vehicle to achieve compliance goals with regional industry and local businesses.
The implementation of the IPP program will ensure that the City of Coachella, its citizens, industry, and regional environment remain intact and protected.  Through education and outreach the benefits of this program and its inherent importance will be more easily understood and adopted.  Most importantly the IPP program will help preserve the natural beauty and health of this region, and protect the people that call the City of Coachella home.  If you have any questions about the IPP program, educational presentations, or community outreach resources, please do not hesitate to call Brett Daniels, Environmental Compliance Coordinator at (760) 200-6282.  
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